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VERAA. MILZ

Bookpourri: Reviews of Books
for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant Elementary
School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She is a past president
of the Oakland County Reading Council.

ecently I returned early to my classroom from a district meeting that required a sub
stitute teacher. I grabbed some things that I needed in order to utilize the unexpected
extra planning time, but before I left, my sub asked me, "When you
retire, whatever will you do with all these books?"
"Somehow, I don't think I'll have trouble finding homes for them," was
my quick reply.
My almost forty-year collection numbered over 6,000 books at the last count.
Over the years, as I have added many books to my classroom, I knew that I
would have to part with some of my collection in order to make room. Yet
there will always be someone waiting to adopt a book that I can no longer
use. I can honestly say that I have never thrown a book away.
Books are friends that need to be shared with others. In this column, I have
a selection of books that will be shared with my class or those of my colleagues. I hope that some of my choices will catch your interest and become
part of your classrooms. If you can help me with information or review copies for future issues, please write to me at:
Milz

R

1750 Woodgate Dr.
Troy, MI 48083.

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNGEST READERS
Brown, Margaret Wise. Mouse of My
Heart: A Treasury of Sense and Nonsense.
Illustrations by Loretta Krupinski. (Hyperion,
2001, $20.49, ISBN 078682546-4).
Here is a collection of 56 poems and stories, many previously unpublished, by the
author of the beloved Goodnight Moon. The
anthology is grouped by themes: Adventure,
Big and Little, Bravery, Love and Friendship,
Bedtime, Happiness, Belonging, For a Rainy
Day, Nonsense, Colors, and Nature. It is lovingly illustrated with bunnies, puppies,

42

kittens, mice, and other animals bound to
catch the eye of the youngest readers. It is
one that children will want to return to again
and again.
Clark, Emma Chichester. Where Are You,
Blue Kangaroo? (Doubleday, 2000, $15.95,
ISBN 0-385-32797-8).
Lily loves her blue kangaroo, and takes him
with her wherever she goes. However, she
gets careless and leaves him behind quite a
few times. Blue Kangaroo gets nervous at a
proposed seaside trip and finds his own spe-
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cial hiding place. When Lily finally finds him,
she come up with a solution so she will never
leave him out of her sight again.
Collicutt, Paul. This Plane. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-374-37494-5).
From paper airplanes to the latest jet planes
- each is painted in vivid colors that will please
young readers. Historical planes are found on
the end papers, and a wide variety of planes
with many purposes are found within the pages.
It is truly an amazing collection.
Lobel, Anita. One Lighthouse, One Moon.
(Greenwillow/HarperCollins, $15.95, 2000,
ISBN 0-688-15539-1).
The days of the week, the months of the
year, and numbers from one to ten are presented through the activities of a cat and
various people who live near a lighthouse.
Each of the topics can be enjoyed in a separate chapter of the book, and savored as one
special book.
Lloyd, David. Polly Molly Woof Woof A
Book About Being Happy. Illustrations by
Charlotte Hard. (Candlewick, $13.99, 2000,
ISBN 0-7636-0755-X).
Polly takes her dog Molly to the park where
they meet up with Molly's dog friends. The
dogs enjoy being in the park so much, they
bark and sniff at each other and spread their
happiness to their owners. Young readers are
encouraged to join in the chorus at various
points in the story. Dog owners will especially
enjoy this treat of a story.
'Martin, Bill Jr. and Steven Kellogg. A
Beasty Story. Illustrations by Steven Kellogg.
(Silver Whistle/Harcourt Brace, $16.00,
1999, ISBN 0-15-201683-X).
A group of mice venture into a dark, dark
wood where they find a dark, dark house in
which a beast resides. When the mice find
him, they follow him to another dark house,
where they find a beasty surprise. Part scary
and part laughter, this is a delightful collaboration between two special creators of
children's books.
Opie, Iona, Editor. Here Comes Mother
Goose. Illustrations by Rosemary Wells.
(Candlewick, 1999, $21.99, ISBN 0-76360683-9).
VOLUME

More than 60 traditional nursery rhymes
are presented in this outstanding edition of
Mother Goose. The illustrator has created a
host of delightful animals that include bunnies, ducklings, and even guinea pigs to
accompany the rhymes and bring them to life.
Phillips, Mildred. And the Cow Said Moo!
Illustrations by Sonja Lamut. (Greenwillow/
HarperCollins, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-68816802-7 TR).
One day, a bossy little calf sets out across
the barnyard to try to find out why the animals don't say "Moo" just as he does. When
he insists they say "Moo," they answer in
their own special sounds. It takes a wise old
ow 1 to help him realize that each animal is
unique and that their sounds help to make
them that way.
Roberts, Bethany. Gramps and the Fire
Dragon. Illustrations by Melissa Iwai.
(Clarion, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-395-698499).

Jesse and his grandpa sit in front of a cozy
fire. Although it's bedtime, neither one is
sleepy, so they look at the fire and talk about
what they imagine is found within it. Suddenly, they are transported to a magical land
where they have quite an adventure with a
fire dragon. As the fire dies away to embers,
both fall asleep together.
Root, Phyllis. Rattletrap Car. Illustrations
by Jill Barton. (Candlewick, 2001, $15.99,
ISBN 0-7636-0919-6).
Poppa and the children want to go to the
beach, but will their rattletrap car make it
there? Various disasters overtake the car, but
the children have ingenious solutions to the
problems, and they finally get to their destination. Lots of interesting sounds accompany
the disasters, and they will have readers
laughing with delight.
Sis, Peter. Madlenka. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 2000, $17 .00, ISBN 0-37 4-39969-7).
One day, Madlenka discovers that she has
a loose tooth. She wants to tell all her neighbors in the block surrounding her apartment
building in New York city. As she goes from
place to place, it is like going around the
world. She stops at a French baker, an Indian
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man's newsstand, and at a German lady's
window as well as many other places. By the
time she returns, she has lost her tooth. What
a rich and wonderful neighborhood she lives
in!
Tafuri, Nancy. Will You Be My Friend: A
Bunny and Bird Story. (Scholastic, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-590-63782-7).

Bunny wants to be friends with Bird, but
Bird is very shy. During a terrible rainstorm,
Bird's nest is ruined, and Bunny invites her
to stay with him. The next day, Bunny enlists
some forest animals to find materials to fix
the nest, and, as all work together, Bird overcomes her shyness and learns to appreciate
her new friends.

FOR THE PICTURE BOOK CONNOISSEUR
Ahlberg, Allan. The Bravest Ever Bear.
Illustrations by Paul Howard. (Candlewick,
2000, $15.99, ISBN 0-7636-0783-5).
Eleven stories are told from the perspective of the fairy tale characters themselves.
Baby Bear of The Three Bears fame is the
star of the collection, but he meets up with
lots of familiar folks like Little Red Riding
Hood, trolls, dragons and fairy princesses.
Each page is filled with plenty of laughs. It
is indeed a gem of a book.
Caseley, Judith. Field Day Friday.
(Greenwillow/HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95,
ISBN 0-688-16761-6).
Mickey and Longjohn are best friends. They
both love to run and when they race, they often
tie. However, on Field Day, Mickey loses his
shoe in the race, and Longjohn is the winner.
Mickey is broken-hearted, until Longjohn and
Mickey's sister come up with a perfect solution to the problem. Winning and losing is hard
for children to deal with, and this book is perfect for drawing out the problem, and helping
children to cope with disappointment.
Lasky, Kathryn. Science Fair Bunnies. Illustrations by Marylin Hafner. (Candlewick,
2000, $15.99, ISBN 0-7636-0729-0).
When Clyde and Rosemary discover that
the bean plants they were growing for their
school science fair have died, they need an
alternate project and they need it fast. Clyde
has a loose tooth, and he remembers how
stained his grandma's teeth were from drinking tea. This gives him an idea, and he and
Rosemary are on their way. The book captures the worries and victories with life in first
grade.
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Leedy, Loreen. Subtraction Action. (Holiday House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN
0-8234-1454-X).
Miss Prime and her class are back sharing their interest in subtraction in this latest
mathematical picture book. They are using
subtraction to solve problems at their
school fair. Everyone has a wonderful time,
and readers will understand the t-shirt
which states: "Subtraction Makes a Difference!"
Lester, Helen. Tacky and the Emperor. Illustrations by Lynn Munsinger. (Houghton
Mifflin, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-395-98120-4).
In his latest adventure, Tacky is getting
ready for the emperor penguin's visit. His
job is to blow up balloons for the decorations. As he blows up the last one, it carries
him off to the emperor's ice palace. The
emperor is off swimming, and Tacky finds
his clothes and promptly puts them on.
Then the confusion begins, and the
emperor's visit turns out to be quite a bit
different from the original plans. There are
plenty of laughs as readers realize again,
that it's special to be yourself.
Meddaugh, Susan. Martha and Skits.
(Houghton Mifflin, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0618-05776-5).
Martha's family has a new puppy named
Skits. Skits is a typical puppy getting into lots
of mischief while being trained. When he is
old enough, he is given a bowl of alphabet
soup. Unfortunately, he can't talk like Martha,
so he becomes quite gloomy. However, he
finds his own area of expertise, and both he
and Martha bask in their own uniqueness.
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Pinkney, Brian. Cosmo and the Robot.
(Greenwillow/HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95,
ISBN 0-688-15940-0 TR).
Cosmo is a boy who lives on Mars. He has
a robot for a best friend and a big sister who
bosses him around. When Rex breaks down
and is sent to the dump, Cosmo gets a new
Solar System Utility Belt with ten supersonic
attachments. It doesn't replace ~ex, but the
belt ultimately helps Cosmo save himself and
his sister from a near disaster. This is a book
that will be really enjoyed by any future astronauts in its audience.
Poydar, Nancy. Mailbox Magic. (Holiday
House, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-8234-1525-2).
Everyday, Will watches the mailbox and
hopes to get mail. However, he never gets a
letter. Finally, he writes himself a letter and
sends it. Since he knows what is in the letter,
the letter proves to be a disappointment. Then
Will sees an ad on a cereal box for a free cereal bowl, if he can save three labels. It's not
easy to make three boxes of cereal disappear,
but finally he accomplishes the task and then
has to wait for the package to arrive. The book
also includes a list of pointers on how children can send mail of their own.
Scruggs, Afi. Jump Rope Magic. Illustrations by David Diaz. (Blue Sky/Scholastic,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-590-69327-1).
Here is the perfect book for when the jump
ropes are brought out in the spring. Shameka
and her friends create jump rope magic of
their own. Then Miss Minnie comes roaring
out to spoil their fun. The other girls run, but
Shameka picks up the rope and starts a new
rhyme. Her happiness rubs off on Miss
Minnie, and they jump rope together. There
are plenty of rhymes for your students to
make magic with their own ropes.

VOLUME

Singer, Marilyn. On the Same Day in
March: A Tour of the World's Weather. Illustrations by Frane Lessac. (HarperCollins,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-028187-1).
Here in Michigan, we are hoping for the
arrival of spring, but weather conditions vary
greatly around the world. The book takes the
reader on a tour of the world and stops in 17
different places. It may be icy cold in the
Arctic, sunny in France, hailing in India, raining in Brazil, and windy in Australia all on
the same day in March. The pictures are worth
a thousand words in helping readers to understand what it is like around the world.
Sweeney, Joan. Me Counting Time: From
Seconds to Centuries. Illustrations by Annette
Cable. (Crown, 2000, $12.95, ISBN 0-51780055-1).
A young girl looks at her time during her
seven years of life and beyond. She notes that
she can write a birthday party invitation in
60 seconds - one minute of time, while 60
minutes, an hour, is about how long it takes
to make a birthday cake. Time is a hard concept for many children, but this book uses
examples that will make it real to many young
readers.
Waber, Bernard. The Mouse That Snored.
(Houghton Mifflin, 2000, $15.00, ISBN 0395-97518-2).
A man, his wife, a cat, and a parrot live in
a quiet house in the country. One night, a
wandering, homeless mouse finds his way
into their house, invades their pantry, and falls
asleep. When he falls asleep, the problems
begin. This little mouse snores enough to
wake the whole household. How he is rescued and welcomed into their home makes
for a funny, yet endearing story bound to be
enjoyed by all.
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EARLY CHAPTER BOOKS
Burnard, Damon. Pork and Beef's Great
Adventure. (Houghton Mifflin, 1998, $5.95paper, Isbn 0-618-07037-0).
One hot summer day, a pig and a cow
decide to escape the heat by going to the
moon. They coat themselves with frosting
and roll in feathers until they can fly off to
the moon. They stop at a cloud for a picnic
with a flock of birds, continue to the moon,
and then return. There is plenty of fun for
children exploring the new world of chapter books.
Elliott, David. The Cool Crazy Crickets.
Illustrations by Paul Meisel. (Candlewick,
2000, $14.99, ISBN 0-7636-0601-4).
One hot summer day, Leo, Marcus,
Miranda, and Phoebe decide to start a club.
You can follow the four as they chose a name,
build a clubhouse, get a mascot, and decide
on the purpose for their club. Seven- and 8year-olds will really identify with the
characters in this book and probably get some
ideas for a club of their own.
Hoban, Lillian. Arthur's Birthday Party.
(HarperCollins, 1999, $14.95, ISBN 0-06027798-X) .
Arthur is having a birthday, and he wants
to have a gymnastics birthday party to celebrate. There will be prizes for various
specialties such as tumbling or balancing.
Arthur thinks he will be awarded the prize
for best all-around gymnast and is so confident that he doesn't bother to practice. A very
satisfying conclusion makes for a wonderful
birthday party enjoyed by all.
Miller, Sara Swan. Three More Stories You
Can Read to Your Dog. Illustrations by True
Kelley. (Houghton Mifflin, 2000, $14.00,
ISBN 0-395-92293-3).
Here are three stories written from a dog's
point of view and designed to be read to your
dog. The topics are going to a vet, finding a
rock that moves, and getting a bath. Dog lovers will appreciate the dog's perspective on
getting a shot, meeting a turtle, and getting
rid of fleas.
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Porte, Barbara Ann. If You Ever Get Lost:
the Adventures of Julia and Evan. Illustrations by Nancy Carpenter. (Greenwillow/
HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-68816947-3).
This big sister and younger brother share
nine adventures, from getting lost at a marathon race to witnessing a hold-up at a pet
store. In between, they get new umbrellas and
even learn Spanish. This twosome is full of
curiosity and willing to meet a challenge with
courage and good common sense. Readers
will enjoy these adventures and look forward
to more in future books .
Rylant, Cynthia. Mr. Putter and Tabby
Paint the Porch. Illustrations by Arthur
Howard. (Harcourt, 2000, $13.00, ISBN 015-201787-9).
Mr. Putter decides to paint his porch. He
has a bucket of pink paint and his cat to keep
him company. Everything is going well until
a squirrel runs across the porch and Tabby
decides to chase him. Everything, including
the cat, is very pink. The next day, Mrs. Teaberry and her dog, Zeke, try to help paint the
porch blue. Everything is going well until a
chipmunk crosses the porch, and everything
is painted blue. The next day, Mrs. Teaberry
babysits the animals, and Mr. Putter paints
his porch yellow. This time, the job gets done.
Here is another delightful episode in the life
of these good friends.
Rylant, Cynthia. Poppleton Has Fun. Illustrations by Mark Teague. (Blue Sky/
Scholastic, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-590-84839-9).
Poppleton the pig finds that when he does
something, it is lots more fun with a friend.
In these stories he goes to a movie alone and
then finds out how much more fun it is to
share it with a friend. He and his friends make
a quilt together, and each sleeps under it at a
different time of the year. Even when he can't
enjoy a good soak in the tub, he finds another
way to relax by visiting with a friend. Young
readers will appreciate the value of good
friends.
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POETRY TIME
Brown, Calef. Dutch Sneakers and Flea
Keepers: 14 More Stories. (Houghton Mifflin,
2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-05183-X).
Fourteen poems explore wild subjects, such
as runaway waffles, tattlesnakes,
gumbubbles, and magic electric guitars.
You also meet characters like Olf, a terrible
pirate with a rabbit instead of a parrot, or Jack
in the Bucket, as well as many others.
It is a masterpiece of zaniness.
Lodge, Bernard. Cloud Cuckoo Land (And
Other Odd Spots). (Houghton Mifflin, 1999,
$15 .00, ISBN 0-395-96318-4 ).
This book is a rhyming journey through 11
unique places not found on many maps. They
include Ice Cone Island, Domino City,
Hairland, Babyville, and Yewtopia. The destinations are clearly shown on the end papers,
and each poem will take the reader for a funfilled visit.
Moore, Lilian. I'm Small and Other Verses.
Illustrations by Jill McElmurry. (Candlewick,
2001, $13.99, ISBN 0-7636-1169-7).
Here is a collection of short poems that
capture the delights of childhood. From the
feel of peanut butter and jelly in one's mouth
to the pain of waiting for something special
to take place to growing bigger, somewhere
in the collection there is a poem that all readers will be able to make their own.

Nye, Naomi Shihab, Selector. Salting the
Ocean: 100 Poems by Young Poets. Illustrations by Ashley Bryan. (Greenwillow/
HarperCollins, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-68816193-6).
There are 100 poems in this book written
by students in grades one through 12 when
Nye worked as a writer-in-the-schools across
the United States. The poems were saved
from the classes she taught over the past 25
years, and the voices of the poets speak to us
today of many things. It truly is an amazing
collection.
Paul, Ann Whitford. All by Herself. Illustrations by Michael Steirnagle. (Browndeer/
Harcourt Brace, 1999, $17.00, ISBN 0-15201477-2).
Fourteen determined young women who
did brave things are brought to life in this
volume of poems. Some, like Amelia Earhart,
became famous in later life; others, like
Frances Ward, were relatively unknown. Each
of the 14 provides inspiration to show girls
that they are capable of making a difference.
Shannon, George. Frog Legs: A Picture
Book of Action Verse. Illustrations by Amit
Trynan. (Greenwillow/HarperCollins, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-688-17047-1 TR).
Twenty-four poems literally jump across
the pages in this joyful book. These frogs
stomp, klomp, kiss, slip, flip, belly flop, and
flail as they dance, jitterbug, or boogie together.
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MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS

Crane, Carol. S is for Sunshine: A Florida
Alphabet. Illustrations by Michael Glenn Monroe. (Sleeping Bear, 2000, $16.95, ISBN
1-58536-012-0).
Florida is brought to life in this book about
the Sunshine State. Plants, animals, historic
sites, geography, and famous residents are just
a few of the many topics covered as the reader
travels through the alphabet. The illustrator lives
in Brighton, Michigan.

Faulkner, Matt. Black Belt. (Knopf, 2000, $16.95,
ISBN 0-375-80157-X).
Bushi is a little kid that the big kids call a guppie.
The big kids call themselves the Bullfrogs and, unfortunately, often bully the smaller children. When
Bushi accidentally spills soda on a tough Bullfrog,
he tries to get away and ducks into the doorway of a
karate school. Here he learns some important lessons that allow him to overcome the threats of a
bully. The author lives in southeastern Michigan.

Inside
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Heath, Gail. Inside Me Sometimes. (Ozark Publishing, 1998, 1-800321-5671, ISBN 1-56763-313-7).
An octopus explores the contrasting emotions found within himself
and invites the readers to consider if they feel the same way. Feeling
brave at times but scared at other times is just one of the many feelings
that are examined. This is a great book to help children explore their
own reactions to the world around them. The author lives in Harrisville,
Michigan.
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Pohrt, Tom. Having a Wonderful Time. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 1999, $16.00, ISBN 0-374-32898-6).
When Eva and her cat, Sam, get tired of winter, they
book passage on a zeppelin bound for a desert resort.
They have to battle bugs, bees, and crocodiles, yet they
have quite an exciting time. Admittedly, their trip is quite
unusual in every way. The author Ii ves in Ann Arbor,
Michigan.
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Wargin, Kathy-jo. L is for Lincoln: An Illinois Alphabet. Illustrations by Gijsbert van
Frankenhuyzen. (Sleeping Bear, 2000, $16.95,
ISBN 1-58536-016-3).
Cities, plants, animals, famous sons and
daughters, and inventions are just some of the
interesting facts that readers will explore as
they travel through this Illinois alphabet. The
author lives in northern Michigan and the illustrator lives in Bath, Michigan.

I

Wargin, Kathy-jo. The Michigan Counting Book. Illustrations by Michael Glenn
Monroe. (Sleeping Bear, 2000, $16.95, ISBN
1-58536-003-1).
The wonders of Michigan are explored as
children count up to 12. Using rhymes, they
learn about one Kirtland's warbler, and end
up with twelve jugs of maple syrup tapped
from Michigan trees. Counting and learning
about our state are a great combination in this
lovely book. The a1J.thor Ii ves in northern
Michigan, and the illustrator Ii ves in
Brighton.
VOLUME
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Yee, Wong Herbert. HOORAY for Truckmice! Here Come
Trainmice! (H! (hton Mifflin, 2000, $4.95 each, ISBN 0-39598401-7 and ISBN 0-395-98404-1 ).
This pair of board books is sure to delight the youngest of
readers. Mice workers take them for a train ride and show them
the many kinds of trucks that help us every day. The author
lives in Troy, Michigan.

CLASSICS: REISSUED FOR A NEW GENERATION OF CHILDREN
Ardizzone, Edward. Little Tim and the
Brave Sea Captain. (Lothrop, 2000, $16.00,
ISBN 0-688-17678-X).
Originally published in 1936, this is the tale
of a young boy who wants to be a sailor. Everyone tells him he is too young, and when a
chance to stow away arises, he takes it. He
reveals himself when he thinks they are far
enough out to sea so he cannot be returned.
Although the captain is angry at first, Tim
works hard and endears himself to the crew.
Later, the ship encounters a terrible storm and
he almost drowns. It is quite an adventure
even for today's children.
De Brunhoff, Jean. Bonjour, Bahar: Six
Unabridged Classics by the Creator of Bahar.
(Random House, 2000, $29.95, ISBN 0-37581060-9).
Six stories of the beloved elephant, Bahar,
were written between 1931 and 193 7, and they
are collected in this one volume. The book includes the complete texts, along with all the
original illustrations, as well as an introduction
by artist-author Kevin Henkes. From the first
story, where Bahar loses his mother and runs
away to Paris, to his return to the forest and
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through all his adventures as king of the elephants, Bahar remains an endearing and
sensitive figure for children to enjoy.
Duvoisin, Roger. Petunia. (Knopf, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-394-80865-7).
This is the 50 th anniversary edition of the
book about a silly goose who finds a book
and believes if she loves it and takes care of
it, she will be wise. She freely gives advice
that ends up as a disaster for most of the recipients. Finally, she realizes she is not too
wise, but that she must learn to read if she
would be truly wise. What an important message for any child to receive!
Heide, Florence Parry. Some Things are
Scary. Illustrations by Jules Peiffer.
(Candlewick, 2000, $15.99, ISBN 0-76361222-7).
First enjoyed in 1969, this book has lots of
food for thought. The list of scary things includes "Thinking you' re not going to be picked
for either side" and "Having your best friend
move away." This is a great book to use as a
starting point for creating your own classbooks
and even for exploring other feelings that children may be concerned about.
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Lenski, Lois. The Little Fire Engine. (Random House, 2000, $13.95, ISBN
0-375-81070-6).
Published in 1946, this book was one of
my favorites as I learned to read. It is about

Fireman Small who rushes to put out a fire
and rescue a young girl and her cat. It held
the answers to one of the fears I had as a child
and will reassure today's young readers just
as well.

FOLK TALES: TRADITIONAL AND MODERN VARIATIONS
Coxe, Molly. Bunny and the Beast. Illustrations by Pamela Silin-Palmer. (Random
House, 2001, $15.95, ISBN 0-375-80468-4).
This is an exquisite re-telling of the Beauty
and the Beast tale. Each page has animals in
fabulous costumes. Beast is a bull terrier who
regains his bunny form when Bunny realizes
how much she loves him.
Daly, Jude. Fair, Brown and Trembling: An
Irish Cinderella Story. (Farrar Straus Giroux,
2000, ISBN 0-374-32247-3).
The elements of the Cinderella story can
easily be seen in this Irish version, yet the
three sisters are named in the title of the story
and they do not go to a ball, but instead go to
church. An old henwife dresses Trembling
and sends her off to church where she turns
the head of every prince in the land. When
she leaves, one prince grabs her blue slipper,
yet all try to find her and win her. It is an
interesting variation to compare and contrast
with other variations.
Heaney, Marie. The Names Upon the
Harp: Irish Myth and Legend. Illustrations
by P.J. Lynch. (Scholastic, 2000, $19.95,
ISBN 0-590-68052-8).
This book explores the heroes and villains of Irish tales. Some of them are Balor
of the Evil Eye, whose very glance means
death; Finn, a fair-haired warrior; and
Cuchulainn, destined from birth to be a
great hero. Their stories will both entertain and inspire you.
Lowell, Susan. Cindy Ellen: A Wild Western Cinderella. Illustrations by Jane Manning.
(HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-06027446-8).
"
This Cinderella variation has an ornery
stepmother with two stepsisters who are so
VOLUME

nasty, they make rattlesnakes look nice. When
a fast-talking godmother teaches her gumption and sends her to a rodeo, she captures
the heart of Joe Prince. When she leaves at
midnight, she loses a diamond spur from her
boot. You can guess the rest of the story.
McDermott, Dennis. The Golden Goose.
(Morrow, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-688-114024).

Hans is the youngest son of a poor woodsman. His kindness helps him gain the hand
of a princess as he returns her golden goose,
which had been imprisoned by a fairy witch.
The princess is so sad at its loss that her father proclaims that whoever makes her smile
again will win her hand in marriage. When
Hans tries to return the goose, townspeople
stick to the goose, and as they arrive at the
castle, the princess laughs at the line of silly
people. This breaks the spell on her goose,
and Hans is suitably rewarded.
Olaleye, Isaac 0. In The Rainfield - Who
is the Greatest? Illustrations by Ann
Grifalconi. (Blue Sky/Scholastic, 2000,
$16.95, ISBN 0-590-48363-3).
This Nigerian folktale tells the battle
among the elements -Wind, Fire, and Rain as to who was the greatest of all. It is Rain in
its gentleness who proves to be the greatest
in this lush and striking rendition of the story.
Wattenberg, Jane. Benny-Penny. (Scholastic, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-439-07817-2).
On her way to tell the king that the sky is
falling, Henny-Penny is nearly captured by
Foxy-Loxy, but manages to escape, though
her foolish friends become his dinner. This is
the wildest version that I have ever read, with
vivid photographic collages to illustrate the
tale. Your students will love it.
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Call For Manuscripts
Types of Submissions
Manuscripts, which should not exceed 15 typed, single-sided, double-spaced pages, may take a variety
of forms:
•

Descriptions of literacy instructional practices that are based upon practical experience or
research.

•

Descriptions of students' development as language users.

•

Narratives about our learning or our students' learning that occurred in the school
setting or elsewhere.

•

Commentaries on or analysis of issues related to literacy.

•

Research reports and summaries of research published elsewhere.

•

Cartoons or graphics related to literacy.

Peer Review Policy
Each submission will be reviewed by three of the members of the MRA Editorial Review Board. At
least two of the three reviewers will perform roughly the same role as the author; for example, when a
classroom teacher submits an article, at least two of the reviewers will also be current classroom teachers.
Please enclose a two-sentence description of yourself, including affiliation with local reading council, if
applicable. (Neither membership in MRA nor in a local council is required for manuscript acceptance.)

Submission Requirements
All manuscripts should be prepared using guidelines outlined in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. The first page of the submission should contain the title and the author's
name, address, and phone numbers (work and home); no identifying information should appear anywhere
else on the manuscript, since the review process is anonymous.
Authors should submit five copies of articles along with two stamped, self-addressed envelopes. No
manuscripts will be returned. Decisions about manuscripts are normally made within two months. Once
your manuscript is accepted for publication, you will be asked to revise the manuscript if necessary and to
resubmit a printed copy and, if possible, an electronic version on a 3.5-inch computer diskette in text
formats. Charts, graphs, drawings, and high quality photographs pertaining to article topics will be appreciated. Visuals will be returned if requested. Mail all submissions to:
Dr. Lorraine Berak, Editor
Dr. Karen Edwards, Editor
11070 Summertime Trail
Williamsburg, MI 49690
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